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MADD Honors Senator Jon Kyl for Strengthening Victims’ Rights 

 
 
PHOENIX, Ariz. (June 24, 2004)—Today, Mothers Against Drunk Driving (MADD) awarded 
Senator Jon Kyl (R-AZ) a 2004 Congressional Excellence Award.  Senator Kyl has advocated for 
victims’ rights long before was even a U.S. Senator, and due to his efforts a bill was passed this 
year in the Senate that gives victims the rights to be protected, notified, present, and heard at 
important stages of their cases.  MADD recognized 12 legislators today for their continued 
leadership and commitment to saving lives and preventing injuries on America’s highways.  Each 
year, there are more than 17,000 alcohol-related traffic fatalities and half a million injuries.   
 
“I am so pleased to congratulate and honor Senator Kyl on the passage of Senate Bill 2329,” said 
Wendy J. Hamilton, MADD National President.  “He has worked for many years to give victims a 
voice, to be seen and heard in court, and to being notified about court proceedings.  Senator Kyl’s 
leadership and commitment will help countless victims across the nation.” 

 
Marcia Harmon, MADD Arizona Executive Director, said, “Before Senator Kyl was involved in 
Arizona politics, he was committed to fighting for victims' rights.  During the early 80's, he was 
instrumental in developing the Maricopa County Victims Foundation, which later became Victims 
Compensation of Maricopa County.  The MADD Arizona State Organization is very pleased to 
hear that Senator Kyl is being recognized for his ongoing commitment to victims and their rights.” 
 
The Congressional Awards of Excellence are based on overall contribution to stopping drunk 
driving, supporting the victims of this violent crime and preventing underage drinking and are 
given approximately every three to four years.  MADD works closely with legislators across the 
country to educate them about the devastation of drunk driving, the need for stronger victims’ 
rights, the ability of proven policies and programs to make a difference in preventing underage 
drinking—the nation’s No. 1 youth drug problem—and to ensure that there are adequate 
resources provided to improve highway safety.  For every dollar spent on highway safety, 
approximately $30 is saved in reduced costs of crashes. 
 
The awards were given out at MADD’s Legislative Reception honoring the 108th Congress at the 
United States Capitol.  

 
MADD is the premiere organization working to fight drunk driving, support the victims of this 
violent crime and prevent underage drinking.  MADD is a 501(c) 3 charity with 600 chapters and 2 
million members and supporters nationwide.  Nearly 270,000 lives have been saved since 
MADD’s founding in 1980.  For more information, visit www.madd.org.         
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